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Inaugural Track Meet
April 21, 2009

Coach Bruce Manske, the 4 X 800m relay team 
of Chelsea Johnson, Kaylee Ryan, Kelsey So-
rensen and Mary Cross, Coach Karen Manske

Back row: Joey Cartier, Dom Novak, Josh 
Olinger and Ben Stanghelle.
Front Row: Peter Tengwall, Luke McKenzie, 
Tyler Sager and Bart Vukich.

The Girls 4 X 800m relay team ran the ýrst race 
on the new track and provided the Wildcatôs ýrst 
win on the new track.

“It was so nice to compete at home and 
on such a nice surface. The track and ýeld 
event areas surpassed our expectations. We 
received many positive comments from the 
other coaches and athletes about our facility. 
We are so grateful and proud to be part of a 
community that supported this project and 
thank Peterson Companies for their work to 
ensure it was done correctly.ò

Ken Orwoll, Head Coach
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As the school year comes to a 
close, I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all of the 
volunteers from the community 
who have taken the opportunity 
to help out in the schools. We 
beneýt greatly from the assis-
tance we receive from our many 
volunteers and often receive 
feedback from them that it was 
an enjoyable and rewarding ex-
perience as well. Thanks again to 
the many people who have found 
a way to assist us. 

Congratulations are in order for 
the many members of the gradu-
ating Class of 2009. Best of luck 
to all of our graduating seniors. 
We are proud of your efforts and 
look forward to hearing from you 
in the future.   

We are excited to welcome a new 
group of kindergarten students 
for the 2009-2010 school year. 
We had a great turnout of parents 
and students at our kindergarten 
roundups in Taylors Falls and at 
the Primary School, and are ex-
cited to be able to again offer an 
all day, every day kindergarten 
experience at the Primary School 
for parents who would like this 
option. Please contact the school 
district or your new school for 
any additional information you 
may need to prepare for school in 
the fall.  

Letter from the Superintendent:

The school district continues to 
plan for school budgets through-
out the spring and summer. 
Budget reductions have been 
the main topic of discussion due 
to proposed declining revenues 
from the legislature and the gen-
eral economic downturn being 
felt nationally. We have trimmed 
the school budget for the coming 
school year in excess of one mil-
lion dollars and fear that the next 
budget cycle may involve more 
of the same. Citizens are urged to 
remind lawmakers to try to fund 
public education at levels that do 
not require drastic annual reduc-
tions in programs and staff. 

For planning purposes, we would 
like to announce that “The Wall 
That Heals”, a traveling replica 
of the Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial in Washington, D.C.,   will 

be visiting our area in September. 
The replica will be set up at the 
High School baseball ýeld and is 
expected to draw many thou-
sands of people to our school 
campus between September 10-
13, 2009. Please be sure to plan 
a visit to this moving memorial 
and also plan for the extra trafýc 
and visitors that this event will 
generate.

I would like to also thank those 
staff members who will be retir-
ing from our ranks this year. 
Thank you for your dedicated 
service to our students and to the 
community. You will be missed 
but are encouraged to stay in-
volved in the school community 
and stay connected with your 
colleagues.

On behalf of the entire faculty, 
staff, and administration I would 
like to thank all of our parents 
and students for a very successful 
school year and we wish every-
one a safe and relaxing summer 
vacation. If we may be of any as-
sistance in helping families plan 
for the fall, please do not hesitate 
to ask for help. 

Mike McLoughlin
Superintendent

Congratulations to Carmen Boerboom (10th grade, trombone) for 
being selected into the 2009-2010 Minnesota Music Educators 
Association All-State Concert Band. Over 2,000 students 
auditioned for the All-State groups and only 567 were selected 
to participate in one of the seven different ensembles. (2 band, 3 
choir, 1 orchestra, 1 jazz)

This honor indicates that Carmen is one of Minnesotaôs ýnest 
high school musicians.

Math Masters
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Taylors Falls Elementary sent one team to Bar-
ron, WI, on Friday, April 24, to compete in the 
5th Grade Math Masters of MN competition.  Our 
team took 2nd place overall!  There were 16 teams 
competing in the following three areas:  math 
facts, individual problem solving, and team prob-
lem solving.  Several of the team members also 
earned individual ribbons or medals. In the math 
fact competition, Julia Clarin and Jake Johnson 
earned 11th place ribbons, Carly Peterson earned 
an 8th place medal, and James Goranson earned a 
2nd place medal.  Julia and Carly also placed 9th 
and 5th in the individual problem solving category.  
The team included: Julia Clarin, Carly Peterson, 
James Goranson, Drew Glenna, and Jake Johnson.

In a metro competition of 33 teams, Lakeside Math 
Masters had one team place 2nd overall and an-
other place 6th place overall. Many students placed 
in individual rounds for both problem solving and 
basic facts, including Jenna Frost who ýnished 2nd 
overall out of 159 students in the individual prob-
lem solving round. It was Lakeside’s most success-
ful ýnish yet at the Math Masters Competition.

The three teams consisted of Jenna Frost, Cole 
Anderson, Carissa Riemers, Abby Penzenstadler, 
Vanessa Kaari, Hunter Worden, Kailey McKnight, 
Kaitlyn Nichols, Devin Terlinde, Alex Smith, 
Lauren Bryan, Megan Slater, Karly Hennen, Evan 
Rogers, Bergen Soland, and Jack Hansen.

Deb Julik-Heine’s students at 
Taylors Falls Elementary are 
Young Authors. Each student 
wrote their own book. 

Math Masters
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Retirements

On April 15th 148 students from 
the class of 2023 came to Kinder-
garten Round-Up at the Primary 
School.  Students spent the day 
meeting their future teachers and 
classmates, coloring, listening 
to a story, and having a snack.  
They were also able to experi-
ence a short ride on the “Big Yel-
low School Bus.”  Parents spent 

their time learning about what to 
expect when their child begins 
kindergarten next year – every-
thing from academic expecta-
tions to transportation.  Every 
child took home a “pumpkin” 
story and some pumpkin seeds to 
plant.  When the pumpkins turn 
orange – it is time to come to 
school!

Two sections of all-day / every 
day kindergarten will be offered.  
Six sections of ½ day kindergar-
ten will be offered.  There is still 
space available in our kinder-
garten program – both full day 
and half day.  Call the building 
secretary to register your child if 
you have not already done so.  

Linda Rhoads, Cook Manager for Chisago Lakes Middle School is retiring at 
the end of the school year.  Linda has worked in school food service since 1987, 
beginning her career at the Spring Lake Park School District.  With a desire to 
work closer to home, in 2004 she started as a part-time kitchen helper at Chisago 
Lakes and was quickly promoted to Cook Manager. She enjoys working with the 
middle school students and staff, likes the interaction with all of the people in 
her building, and is very much a “people person”.  She is looking forward to her 
upcoming retirement, spending time with family, and traveling.   We wish her all 
the best in the future and we will miss her!           (by Kathy Burrill)

Primary School Kindergarten Round-Up

LouAnn Mattson is a hometown girl that went to the University of Minnesota. After 
graduation, her ýrst full-time teaching job was in the very same building where she 
paraded down the hallway as a kindergartner and danced to her prom under the sen-
tinel gymnasium’s lights. Like many young teachers, her fellow colleagues helped 
mold her foundation for teaching.  Mrs. Mattson helped usher in a new philosophy 
of “clustering” and “Odyssey of the Mind.”  These were avenues that challenged 
the hidden talents of students, who deserved and desired more from education.  As a 
result, she was once named “Teacher of the Year.” In her closing years, Mrs. Matt-
son fulýlled the complete circle of teaching by becoming an indispensable mentor 
herself. I understand that eventually one comes to a crossroads in their career where 
they hope they don’t miss it, but they hope they don’t stay too long.  For the Devine 
Mrs. M, it is that time.   We will dearly miss her and will always carry with us the 
notion that her psalm is now complete.              (by Tom Krenz)
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Earth Day – Hooray!
Taylors Falls Second Graders held an Earth Day celebration on 
Wednesday, April 22.  Through wonderful books such as Earth Day
Hooray by Stuart Murphy, Earth Day Birthday by Pattie Schnetzler, 
Dear Children of the Earth by Schim Schimmel and Dream Catcher 
by Audrey Osofsky, the students became more aware of their environ-
ment and how to conserve natural resources by reducing waste.  The 
second graders participated in many hands on projects to reinforce 
these concepts.  They wrote letters to ‘Mother Earth’, planted seeds, 
made dream catchers and designed Earth Day messages on grocery 
bags.  The bags were returned to Market Place Foods in St. Croix 
Falls, Wisconsin, and were distributed to their customers. 

The second graders ended their day by making a delicious soil and 
earthworm snack!  The second graders now have a better appreciation 
for their environment and know that they can make a difference too!

Save the Date:

May 21	 PS 2nd grade 	
	 Super Sticker Day 

May 21	 MS Choir Concert 	
	 @ PAC

May 22	 Early Dismissal 	
	 Elem. Only

May 22	 LS Variety Show

May 22	 PS 1st Gr. Super 	
	 Sticker Day

May 22	 TF Talent Show

May 25	 No School

May 27	 LS 3rd Gr. Field 	
	 Day

May 27	 PS/LS 3rd Gr. 	
	 Super Sticker Day

May 27	 Early Childhood 	
	 Screening

May 27	 HS Stage Band 	
	 Concert PAC 7 pm

May 28	 TF 1st-3rd Gr. 	
	 Sticker Day

May 29	 HS Graduation 	
	  7 pm

June 1	 LS/TF 4th Gr. 	
	 Field Day @ HS 	
	 Track

June 3	 LS/TF 5th Gr. 	
	 Field Day @ HS 	
	 Track

June 4	 LS Award Day

June 4	 Last Day of 	
	 School

Photos from Taylors Falls Kindergarten Round-Up 
which was held on April 17, 2009.
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Exchange Students Share Highlights of Year

Candy Lin, Diego Rondom-Bawtista, 
Nastia Voronina, and Fedir Klerfon

Four delightful exchange 
students representing four very 
different parts of the world 
sat down recently and shared 
some of their impressions and 
experiences after nearly a full 
school year at Chisago Lakes 
High School. See complete 
story at www.chisagolakes 
.k12.mn.us click on news from 
around the district.

Fedir Klerfon is an only child 
who comes from a resort town 
(population 100,000) on the 
Sea of Azov in the Ukraine.  
Chisago Lakes High School is 
a new type of school for Fedir.  
He has enjoyed the variety 
of classes from which he can 
choose.  At home everyone 
studies the required subjects.  
His favorite activities have 
been spending time with his 
host family and friends.  Fedir 
says,“Thank you for an awe-
some and very good year.”  
  
Candy Lin of Taiwan is a 
Rotary sponsored exchange 
student. She particularly has 
enjoyed taking Class Piano, 
Foods, and Teen Issues, where 
the students talk about things 
important to teens.  Candy is 
on the girls’ golf team. It is 
her ýrst sport and although she 
has never played golf before 
she is happy to be learning and 
will see how good she gets.  
Most special of all, has been 

her time with three differ-
ent host families all of whom 
have children.  She feels that 
each family loves her and has 
become like a second family.

Diego Rondom-Bawtista 
from Columbia is an only 
child who lives with his 
mother.  In his host family he 
has parents, a younger brother 
and sister, a dog and two cats.  
Diego especially liked winter.  
At school Diego was surprised 
to ýnd that the students move 
all around the building for 
classes.  In Columbia the same 
20-30 students stay together 
in one room and the teachers 
come to them.   He will miss 
his friends, the lakes, winter, 
Cheez- Its, Mountain Dew and 
most of all his host family.

Nastia Voronina comes from 
Voronezh (population 1 mil-
lion) in western Russia. While 
here Nastia has entered three 
projects in an art contest.  She 
notices that in America people 
have more of everything, a 
whole bunch of opportuni-
ties are available to average 
people that only very wealthy 
people in Russia could af-
ford.  In America teenagers 
have more positive attitudes, 
are willing to help, smile, are 
open hearted, willing to be 
friends. In Russia teenagers 
are much less prejudice and 
less judgmental.   Nastia said, 
“I will miss my host family 
and all the opportunities I had 
here.”
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On Track Credit Recovery Program Booming
The mission of the Chisago Lakes High School “On Track” program is to help students get 
caught up with the credits needed to graduate from high school on time.  Students take courses 
from one of two on-line curriculum programs with guidance from on site program administrator 

Karen Barthol.  Scott Tipping, a senior, explained 
that it is a good program but the student needs to 
be motivated to keep on working.  Each student 
works at his/her own pace, they listen to lectures, 
take quizzes and do assignments.  There are both 
required and elective classes.  Students commit 
to 1 – 4 days and there is currently a waiting list.  
Many of the students are like Scott who says 
that in the beginning he didn’t take high school 
seriously and found himself behind in credits.  
He has discovered, “I want to study” and he now 
plans to graduate and go onto college.  While 
the classes are not intended to be easier, they are 
presented in a way many students ýnd helpful to 
their unique learning needs.

The following students represented Chisago Lakes Middle School at the State History Day Competi-
tion on Saturday May 2nd: Thomasin Lee, Kevin Schmidt, Ryan Chambers, Natasha Terlinde, Caitlin 
Bjorgan, Jeremiah Jones, Hunter Thompson, Jacqueline Vitali, Viveka Amundson, Emmelie Dabill, 
Carlton Djam, Rachael Crowe, Sarah Crowe, Kara Herr, Samantha Forslund, and Erica Ristow.

Congratulations to all of the CLMS students who competed at State History Day.  Out of the nearly 
30,000 students who compete 
statewide in History Day, three 
CLMS students were presented 
with awards at this year’s 
ceremony. Jacqueline Vitali 
earned honors (Creative Dis-
play Award) for her Historical 
Exhibit entitled Our Fair Ladies 
and the group of Jeremiah 
Jones and Hunter Thompson 
received medals (State History 
Day Honorable Mention) for 
their Historical Exhibit entitled 
Don Haskins: One Man’s Road 
to Glory. Thanks to all of the 
students and parents who helped 
make this day special.  Out-
standing performance.

State History Day Competition
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The Fred Langenfeld Memorial Greenhouse 
ofý cially opened April 30th and will be open 
every day from 7:15 am to 3:00 pm until the 
ý nal day of school, June 4th. In addition, the 
greenhouse will be open  every Saturday (in 
May) from 8:00 am to 12:30 pm The 2 for 1 
sale will be on June 5th (if there is anything 
left).

“Come out and see us… our students have 
been very busy planting, fertilizing, and 
watering. There are many new, and a great 
variety of beautiful, unique plants to see.ò

Greenhouse 
Opens...

National Honor Society students Josh Figini, Alicia Ristow, and Joe Birkholz visit and 
read books with the Taylors Falls Kids Club Kindergarten crew.


